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The Second Vice Chair, acting Chair of the Assembly and Principal Delegate of Uruguay, Gloria Robaína, opened the third session of the Dialogue of Heads of Delegation and offered the floor to Carmen Lomellin, Executive Secretary of the CIM, to commence discussion of item 2.2 on the agenda, “Summit of the Americas – Proposals for the Summit of the Americas to be held in Canada in 2001.”


The Executive Secretary of the CIM began by mentioning document CIM/doc.5/00 “Recommendations for a Gender Mainstreaming in the Summits Process,” which also contains the text of AG/RES. 1741 (XXX-O/00), “Integrating a Gender Perspective in the Summits of the Americas
”, adopted by the General Assembly of the OAS.  She explained that those recommendations had been forwarded to the Summit Implementation Review Group (SIRG) for consideration during the negotiations on the draft Plan of Action of the Third Summit of the Americas to be adopted in Quebec, Canada, in 2001.


She then presented the unclassified information document, previously distributed to all the delegations, containing the draft texts being negotiated in the SIRG of the chapters entitled “Strengthening Democracy” and “Development of Human Potential” of the Plan of Action of the Third Summit.  The latter contains a special section on “Gender Equality.”


The delegations commented on the documents and mentioned, among other things, the need to treat women as protagonists in politics, not just as victims and members of “vulnerable groups.”  They also underscored the importance of striving to implement feasible programs for women in the Americas and of going beyond mere rhetoric.  Other delegations stressed that the Summits strengthened political commitment but did not of themselves solve problems.  They added that the CIM should have a follow-up mechanism to ensure that declarations get transformed into action.


The Executive Secretary indicated that, in her capacity as technical advisor on gender issues to the SIRG, she would convey the suggestions made at this Assembly of Delegates to the National Coordinators during the next meeting in Washington, D.C., scheduled for November 28-30, 2000.


The session was adjourned at 4:15 p.m.

ADdoc-64.ing
� FILENAME  \* MERGEFORMAT �CIM00876E04�








�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  ��





